
   FRIENDSHIP COMMUNITY GROUP 

Housing and Business Borders Committee 
Monthly Meeting Summary 

Meeting Date/Time: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 
   6:30 pm 
Location:  Pittsburgh Glass Center 
   5472 Penn Avenue 
   Pittsburgh 
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Committee Members: 

Chair:  Vince Manetti 

Board Member Representatives: Evan Stein, Tom 
Youngs 

Community Representatives: John Axtell, 
Jennifer Haven 

Attendees: 

Vince Manetti 

Tom Youngs 

John Axtell, Jennifer Haven 

Others in attendance –   

Friendship residents - Barbara Adams, Brian 
Sullivan 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of Mobility and 
Infrastructure - Amanda Purcell 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY
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Invited Speaker 

Amanda Purcell, P.E., Municipal Traffic Engineer 
from City of Pittsburgh Department of Mobility and 
Infrastructure (DOMI), to present regarding –  

1. Process for ensuring safe sidewalk detours at 
construction sites for current and future 
projects 

2. Safety improvements to Harriet-Roup-S 
Fairmount intersection 

3. Safety improvements to S Aiken-Coral 
intersection (e.g., stop sign on Aiken) 

4. Safety improvements for Friendship-S Gross 
intersection 

Ms. Purcell explained her role in DOMI.  There 
are two employees in the office that exclusively 
handle 150 requests per week through the 
City’s 311 response line. 

Traffic calming – there is a template on the 
DOMI website for neighborhoods to use to assess 
traffic calming and to request City traffic 
calming assistance.  Neighbors can also contact 
DOMI regarding traffic calming through email at 
trafficcalming@pittsburghpa.gov.  Traffic 
calming requests will require neighborhood 
support of 50% through an “advocation 
process”.  Ms. Purcell stated that “traffic 
calming” is defined as “slowing speeds and 
reducing volume”. 

1. In general, the City does not permit 
sidewalk closures for building construction.  
Diversions should be in the street/ parking 
lane.  Over the last year or two the City 
has, with additional staffing, been more 
stringent about requiring sidewalk 
diversions into the parking lane. The City 
has also been providing more rigid design 
guidance to developers. If neighborhood 
residents see sidewalk closures then the 
residents should report them to 311.  If 
there does not seem to be any response 
then residents should contact the City’s 
supervisor for inspectors. 

2. Ms. Purcell stated that the intersection is 
too tight for a traffic circle.  She and DOMI 
are suggesting that pavement markings and 
flex posts be installed to assist with traffic 
calming.  She believes that the City’s 2020 
budget may be able to accommodate these 
changes. She did, however, state that DOMI 
can still use more community input and 
any City plans for the intersection will be 
presented to the community for review 
and discussion. Jennifer mentioned the 
design work for the intersection performed 
by FCG Board Member Kristin Hughes’ CMU 
class a year or two ago.  Ms. Purcell was 
not aware of this work. 

3. This intersection is not on a list for 
immediate improvements as DOMI is 
reviewing the length of Coral Street for a 
shared bikeway in the next year or two.  
This intersection will be more thoroughly 
reviewed as the bikeway work progresses. 

4. Ms. Purcell stated that the intersection is a 
known problem.  She stated that a traffic 
signal adjustment is probably the solution 
but such work is usually around $250,000. 
Several attendees suggested painted street 
lines to direct vehicles with possibly a sign 
regarding yielding for left turns when 
driving east on Friendship Ave.  
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Neighborhood Development Updates  

• Penn Plaza-Enright Park  

• Liberty Ave and Baum retail development  

• Key Bank, Penn and Negley  

• Baumhaus Phase II Update – Community 
meeting on 11/21/19 at Baumhaus I 

• 5226 Penn Ave – Committee 
recommendation / support? 

Jennifer had sent an email message (attached) 
earlier in the week to Committee members and 
she forwarded the message to the other 
meeting attendees. 

No significant updates as the retail spaces seem 
to slowly be opening.  It appears that Five Guys 
may have had some issues with signage. 

John reported that there did not appear to be 
any progress at the development. He stated 
that he would check with Rick Swartz at 
Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation for any 
updates. 

The community meeting is set for 6:00 pm at 
5556 Baum Boulevard. 

The Committee members and community 
residents discussed the development and 
presentation might by the owner and his 
architect at the Registered Community 
Organization meeting on 11/4/19.  A nearby 
neighbor expressed concerns in a separate 
email.  Jennifer is working to arrange another 
neighbors-only meeting to discuss the 
development.  There were concerns about the 
proposed fourth floor and required egresses.  
Vince stated that he would contact Moss 
Architects for more information. Separately, 
Ms. Purcell from DOMI did note that the 
developer could not close the sidewalk.  She 
stated that she could see no need for an 
exception.

Miscellaneous Updates 

• DPW graffiti policy clarification (Tom Y) 

• Property database 

Tom reported that he had recently contacted 
Bill Crean from the City’s Public Works 
department regarding an upcoming change to 
how graffiti is handled within the City.  Tom had 
not heard back from Mr. Crean prior to the 
meeting. 

Committee members suggested that the 
property database developed in January 2019 
may not be necessary and that an Excel 
spreadsheet may be sufficient. 

Other Items 

• Question about who maintains the 
Committee email distribution list 

• Children’s Home HVAC noises 

Vince stated that he did not manage the email 
distribution list.  Tom said that he would see if 
Larry Laude could provide more information. 

John stated that he had recently spoken with 
neighborhood resident Mike Dolan and that he 
had received positive responses from the 
Mayor’s Chief of Staff, Dan Gillman.  
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New Items  None

Next Meetings 

December 3, 2019, Pittsburgh Glass Center 

January 7, 2020, Pittsburgh Glass Center 

Sally Stadelman, Government and 
Community Affairs, Department of 
Permits, Licenses, and Inspections from 
the City’s Permits, Licensing and 
Inspection will present 

This meeting is the same night as the FCG 
wreath sale. Be sure to pick up wreaths prior to 
the meeting. 

Committee members are requested to develop 
questions for Ms. Stadelman. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.
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