
Asphalt Art Project at Baum Grove
Intersection
Summary

Friendship was chosen by Bloomberg Philanthropies in the inaugural round of their Asphalt Art
initiative project. This national program encourages community building, increases and
promotes public safety, and uses public art to transform dangerous intersections into
neighborhood assets.

At the five-way intersection at Baum Grove: Harriet, S. Fairmount and Roup, the City of
Pittsburgh’s Department of Mobility and Infrastructure (DOMI) will change traffic patterns, add
crosswalks, and paint portions of the intersection. See “Intersection Map” for the plan.  A mural
will be painted on the non-vehicular parts of the intersection.

The project has the following goals:
● Improve the intersection safety for all modes of transportation
● Instill community ownership in the intersection improvements
● Expand the sense of place at Baum Grove
● Reflect the Friendship community identity

The next steps for the project are as follows:
● May 20, 6:30pm Artist Presentation and Community Feedback meeting at Baum Grove

-- Artists Randi and Tim will present draft designs to solicit feedback.
● May 27, 6:30pm Final Art Presentation (Development Activities Meeting) - Randi and

Tim will present the final artistic designs
● Late Summer - Community Painting Days!  Neighbors are invited to come help paint the

intersection.  Date tbd.

Traffic Redesign

The new intersection design is linked on this page. Community input was solicited for the design in Fall

2020.  The final plan keeps the existing traffic patterns but makes the intersection smaller (and therefore

safer) by 6,000 square feet.  The City (DOMI) will install the new traffic configuration as part of the

summer construction.

FCG volunteers will be surveying people at the intersection before and after the changes.

Art

FCG issued a request for proposals for artists in March 2021.  Eight outstanding artists applied and a

committee of residents reviewed applications to select one artist team.  The team of Randi Stewart
(http://withaneyedesign.com/) and Tim Englehardt (https://www.engelhardtdesigns.net/), local
Pittsburgh artists, were selected by the community to design the intersection mural. Randi and

http://withaneyedesign.com/


Tim have direct experience with this type of project in Brookline, understand the importance of

community involvement in the process and live in an adjacent neighborhood.

In early May a survey was circulated to neighbors via in person interception and online social media

platforms to gather input for the asphalt mural design. 94 residents responded; the results are linked on

this page.  On May 8, 2021, the artists set up a table during flower distributions at Baum Grove.

Neighbors and passers by learned about the project and shared their thoughts on colors and design

options.  The artists were at Baum Grove for 4 hours with a steady stream of visitors.  Neighbors were

overwhelmingly excited and positive about the project.

The artists will present draft plans to all interested community members at 6:30pm on May 20that Baum

Grove.  In the event of rain the meeting will be moved to zoom.

Final designs will be presented on May 27th at 6:30pm at Baum Grove. This meeting will serve as the

development activities meeting (DAM) in accordance with the City’s registered community organization

regulations. Once approved the design will be presented to the City Art Commission.

Painting
Once the City installs the traffic changes we will schedule a painting day.  All neighbors are
invited to come help paint our intersection on this festive day! Stay tuned for opportunities to be
involved in this exciting event.


